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This comprehensive conservation plan (CCP) for the Rachel Carson National 
Wildlife Refuge is the culmination of a planning effort involving a variety of 
partners and communities. The CCP establishes 15-year management goals and 
objectives for wildlife and habitat, public use, and partnerships for the refuge. 
The refuge includes the Brave Boat Harbor, Moody, Lower Wells, Upper Wells, 
Mousam River, Goose Rocks, Little River, Biddeford Pool, Goosefare Brook, and 
Spurwink River divisions. Staff from the refuge headquarters offi ce in Wells, 
Maine, will implement this plan to further the protection and management of 
endangered, threatened, and other plant and animal species of concern, including 
migratory wildlife. 

The plan is designed to expand and improve opportunities for wildlife-dependent 
recreation, protect the 3,833 acres remaining within the approved acquisition 
boundary, and expand the refuge by 5,558 acres beyond its current approved 
boundary. It would add additional acreage to the Brave Boat Harbor, Upper Wells, 
Spurwink, Biddeford, Mousam River, Little River, and Moody divisions, and would 
establish a new York River Division encompassing the largest undeveloped salt 
marsh south of Portland. A new administrative complex, including offi ce space, 
maintenance facilities, and a visitor contact station, will be built. In this plan, we 
propose combining the Moody, Lower Wells, Upper Wells, and Mousam River 
divisions into one Wells Bay Division.
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